SHEFFIELD CITY COUNCIL
INDIVIDUAL CABINET MEMBER DECISION RECORD
The following decision was taken on 25 March 2021 by the Cabinet Member for
Environment, Streetscene and Climate Change.

Date notified to all Members: Thursday 1 April 2021

This decision is not subject to call-in, in accordance with the Fast-Track process set out in
Scrutiny Procedure Rule 17 of the Constitution.

1.

TITLE
Review of Opening Hours at Household Waste and Recycling Centres

2.

DECISION TAKEN
That the Cabinet Member for Environment, Streetscene and Climate Change:(a) approves the revised opening hours of 9.30am to 5.30pm (1st April to 30 th
September) and 9.30am to 3.30pm (1st October to 31st March) from 1st April
2021 for Sheffield’s Household Waste Recycling Centres, as outlined in the
report; and
(b) approves the Council issuing a notice of change to Veolia to reflect the
change of opening hours.

3.

Reasons For Decision
Opening the sites earlier will better align the site opening hours with public demand,
enabling access to the sites earlier than 10am.
Although the 9am opening time option attracted a slightly higher ranking score, the
9.30am opening time provides the best balance between the polarised consultation
responses, recognising that whilst 54% of respondents indicated a preference for a
9am opening time, a considerable 38% of respondents indicated a preference to
keep the 10am start time.
Unlike the 9am start time, opening the sites at 9.30am will avoid the worst of the
morning peak time traffic caused by commuters and the school run, and will
prevent additional traffic adding to the peak time traffic volumes.
In order to provide the public with clear and consistent opening times, it is also
recommended that the Winter Opening hours be changed from 10am to 4pm, to
9.30am to 3.30pm, to align the opening time with the Summer opening hours.

4.

Alternatives Considered And Rejected
As part of the public consultation, residents were asked to rank their first, second
and third preferences for the following site (Summer) opening time options:o 9am to 5pm
o 9.30am to 5.30pm (recommended option)
o 10am to 6pm
Although the 9am to 5pm option was marginally the highest-ranking option in the
public consultation, this option was rejected due to the polarised nature of the
responses, with a significant 38% of respondents wanting to keep the later 10am
opening time.
This option was also rejected because of concerns that residents driving to a site in
readiness for the 9am opening, would add to the existing commuter and school
rush hour traffic, further increasing queuing and journey times.
The 10am to 6pm option represents no change to the current opening hours. This
option was rejected because it attracted the lowest ranking score of the three
options considered in the consultation. However, in making the recommendation
for a 9.30am start time, it was recognised that a considerable 38% of respondents
indicated a preference to keep the 10am start time.

5.

Any Interest Declared or Dispensation Granted
None

6.

Respective Director Responsible for Implementation
Director of Operational Services, Place Portfolio

7.

Relevant Scrutiny Committee If Decision Called In
Economic and Environmental Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee

